
Travel
Destination Downunder 
This fall we are pleased to offer an ex-
tensive 31-day trip to the South Pacific, 
combining unique scenery with the most 
memorable adventures in Australia, New 
Zealand and Fiji.  It’s designed for travel-
lers who want an in-depth experience 
“Downunder” at a comfortable pace.

After three relaxing days in tropi-
cal Fiji, you fly to Brisbane to enjoy 
Queensland’s capital before boarding 
the luxurious Sunlander train for a 32-
hour journey along the coast to Cairns. 
One day in the Kuranda Rainforest and 
another on the Great Barrier Reef will 
highlight your stay in Cairns.  

One memorable experience will certainly 
be discovering the amazing Australian 
outback, that vast isolated area that has 
profoundly shaped Australia’s history 
and culture. Imagine viewing Uluru (aka 
Ayers Rock) at sunrise or enjoying an 
Outback BBQ under the brilliant stars 
of the Southern Hemisphere.

One of the world’s great coastal drives, 
the Great Ocean Road will take you 
from the charming colonial city of 
Adelaide with its world famous Barossa 
Wine Valley to the cosmopolitan 
Melbourne. Whether it’s lunch on a 
tram car or watching the fairy penguins 
parade across the sand to their bedtime 
burrows, your visit to Melbourne will be 
memorable. 

No Australian trip would be complete 
without a visit to Sydney, one of the 
world’s most beautiful cities. Your tour 
of Sydney will acquaint you with its 
must-see sights and famous beaches. 
You’ll enjoy a harbour cruise -  imag-
ine viewing Sydney’s famous Harbour 
Bridge and trademark Opera House 
from that perspective!  One day will be 
entirely free - perhaps to shop in The 
Rocks, visit the Taronga Zoo, attend 
a performance at the Opera House, 
or climb the Harbour Bridge for that 
amazing view! The choice will be yours.

The town of Oberammergau in Germany is 
preparing to perform the Passion Play in 2010 
to uphold their sacred vow made in 1633. 
Over 2000 villagers, or over half the popula-
tion, will be involved in the five performances 
each week starting in mid-May and running 
until the beginning of October. This world-fa-
mous event will once again attract thousands 
of people eager to witness this remarkable 
cultural and religious spectacle.

Rostad Tours will be offering an intriguing as-
sortment of tours that will include two nights 
in Oberammergau and tickets to the play. 
Most tours will be two weeks in length and 
will combine the Passion Play with other fasci-
nating places such as Salzburg, Vienna, Prague, 
Venice, Florence, Rome and Switzerland. Some 
will even venture to Paris and Amsterdam in 
the west, or to Budapest and Warsaw in the 
east. There will also be several departures that 
include leisurely cruises of seven to fourteen 
days along scenic European rivers. We think 
you will find both the choices and value to be 
outstanding.

Right now we are waiting for confirmation of 
the number of tickets and dates from the of-
ficial Passion Play office in Oberammergau. At 
the time of printing, no company has received 
confirmation of any tickets for the 2010 Pas-
sion Play.  We will release information about 
our Passion Play tours to the public in May 
2008, at which time you will be able to reserve 
your place at this historic event by making a 
deposit which will be fully refundable until 
August 31, 2009. Stay tuned!

continued on page 2
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Then it’s a quick flight to New Zealand for 
eight glorious days. Concentrating on the 
North Island, you will visit the geother-
mal and Maori cultural centre of Rotorua 
with its steaming geysers and bubbling 
mud pools.  You’ll discover the subtropical 
Bay of Islands on the northern tip where 
the waters of the Tasman Sea and Pacific 
Ocean crash together at Cape Reigna. 
You’ll admire the sand along 90 Mile 
Beach, visit Waitangi where the nation 
was born, and wander the Kauri forests 
containing trees as old as 200 years and 
measuring up to 5 meters in diameter. 

Why not join this memorable tour and 
discover the unequalled beauty, culture 
and peoples of the South Pacific? 

(continued from page 1)
Destination Downunder
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One of our biggest headaches these days 
is the fuel surcharge being imposed by 
airlines. This is an arbitrary amount set 
by each individual airline and not subject 
to any type of government regulation. 
Depending on the airline and the number 
of flights, current surcharges are now 
ranging from $60 to $420, with the 
average around $250 per ticket. We first 
started applying fuel surcharges in June 
2004 and they have been growing ever 
since. We normally try to include most 
taxes and fees in our prices but because 
these surcharges are changing on a regular 
basis, we have been adding the current 
surcharge when we send the final invoice 
to our tour members. Furthermore, many 
times the surcharge increases between 
when we invoice our clients and when 
the airline ticket is actually written, so we 
have been forced to absorb any subse-
quent increases.

Of course we understand that the airlines’ 
costs have increased due to the price of 
oil, however, the price per barrel has not 
been under $50 since 2005 and we think 
it is time for airlines to increase their air-
fares to better reflect the new reality. Do 
you think companies that make 

lemonade add a surcharge if the cost of 
lemons goes up? No, they simply increase 
the cost of their lemonade. Instead, 
airlines have kept their airfares fairly 
constant, sometimes even lowering them, 
but just increase their fuel surcharge 
to suit their fancy. They advertise low 
airfares and then surprise you with fees, 
taxes and surcharges. 

We believe that the airfares quoted and 
advertised by airlines should include 
taxes and surcharges. This even applies 
to Airport Improvement Fees, something 
the airports thought up a few years ago as 
a “temporary measure” and have grown 
rather fond of increasing. Complaining 
to the airlines does not help, but perhaps 
we should all write our local MP. You 
have our blessing to complain to whom-
ever will listen.

Winter Forecast
No, we are not going to predict the weather for next winter (although we can pretty 
much guarantee snow). This is just to give you advance notice of the tours we are work-
ing on for next January through March. Of course we will have several tours to the Holy 
Land, as we are happy to report that this is once again one of our most popular destina-
tions. We also plan to have tours to Costa Rica, South-East Asia (Thailand, Singapore 
and Hong Kong), South America (Peru, Chile, Argentina, and Brazil) and Cuba. If you 
are interested in any of these destinations, please let us know and we will be sure to send 
you the first brochures that come off the printer.

Fuel Surcharges

While writing this article, we received 
an email “Flash” from Air Canada 
announcing a domestic seat sale with 
discounts of up to 50%. In the same 
memo, they also announced an in-
crease in the domestic fuel surcharge. 
Who thinks up this stuff?



Over the past few years, our Strider Golf 
Adventures division has been arranging 
tours that offer an intriguing combina-
tion of sightseeing and golfing. These 
tours are ideal for active people who want 
to enjoy playing their favourite sport 
while discovering new places, cultures 
and cuisines. Destinations have included 
Thailand, Italy, France, Portugal, South 
Africa, Australia and most recently, Chile 
and Argentina. 

The response has been fantastic and we are 
pleased to offer two more exciting tours 
this fall. The first one departs in October 

Golf  
Tourism

and goes back to Italy, but this time visits 
Rome, Naples and Sicily. You will play five 
rounds of golf and other highlights include 
Pompeii, Mount Etna, four wine-tastings, 
visiting seven UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites and being there during the fall harvest 
season. 

The second tour is an encore performance 
of our wildly successful South African 
golf tour from 2006. This tour visits Cape 
Town, the Cape Winelands, the Garden 
Route, Kruger Park and Sun City. The 
sport is quite popular in South Africa 
and has generated some truly world-class 
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Hand Luggage
We are noticing a few people on our tours trying to take hand-luggage that resembles a small suitcase on wheels. 
While these may be practical for business travellers carrying heavy documents and laptops or those trying to avoid 
having checked baggage, they are a very poor choice to take with you on a tour for several reasons:

1)	 Because they can be pulled comfortably along flat surfaces (such as at an airport), people tend to fill them up 
to capacity. However, the wheels and other hardware make these bags fairly heavy, even when empty. Once 
you add your camera, reading material, travel documents and whatever else you need, they can be far too 
heavy to manage.

2)	 You must climb steps to get on and off motorcoaches which can be very difficult with a heavy and awkward 
“carry-on”. 

3)	 Motorcoaches also have very narrow aisles, meaning you have to carry it to your seat, hopefully without banging any heads 
along the way.

4)	 Motorcoaches have very small overhead bins compared to airplanes and they do not have under-seat storage. 

5)	 If you are on a walking tour of a city or archaeological site, you may like to bring a few things with you such as extra camera batteries, a 
coat or an umbrella. This is much simpler to do if you have a nice small carry bag or back-pack. Suitcase wheels don’t work well with steps 
and cobblestones.

Please leave this type of bag at home and bring something along which you can easily manage in any situation. You and your travelling com-
panions will be glad you did.

golfers such as Gary Player, Ernie Els, 
Retief Goosen and Rory Sabatini. Besides 
eight rounds of golf, highlights include 
wine-tasting, spectacular cultural shows, 
scrumptious African cuisine and of course 
the thrill of wild animal safaris in Kruger 
Park and Pilanesberg Game Reserve. 

If you are not a golfer, we have tours to 
both of these destinations that would 
be less expensive and more appropriate. 
However, if golf is one of your passions, 
contact us for a brochure and experience a 
new approach to travel. 



For itinerary details and brochure requests VISIT our website or call us

10-3109 Palliser Drive SW, Calgary, AB, Canada  T2V 4W5   Toll Free: 1-800-361-8687
Phone: 238-4090 (Calgary) • Fax: (403) 238-4063 • E-mail: tours@rostad.com • www.rostad.com

Ask your Tour Hosts about their next tour!
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Bible Lands Discovery
Cairo • Giza • Mount Sinai • Aqaba 

Wadi Rum • Petra • Mount Nebo 
Amman • Beth Shean • Galilee 

Nazareth • Megiddo • Caesarea 
Jerusalem • Bethlehem 

 Masada • Dead Sea

October 20 - November 6, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Don & Chris Olsen 

Al Thompson

October 27 - November 13, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Harry Steele  

& Barb Gregg

November 3 - 21, 2008
Tour Hosts: Pastor Bill &  

Mary Ann Wiegert

November 3 - 21, 2008
Tour Hosts: Jean Van Wyk & 

 Tricia Bechthold

November 8 - 25, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Bill & Lena Brown

November 8 - 25, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev David &  

Rev Alice Durksen

Land of the Pharaohs
Cairo, Alexandria, Luxor, Karnak 

Temple, Abu Simbel, Aswan, Kom 
Ombo, Edfu, Valley of the Kings and 

Queens • featuring a seven•night 
Nile River Cruise

October 16 - 31, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Jim Thompson

Wonders of Egypt -  
the Land of the Pharaohs
Cairo • Alexandria • Luxor  

Karnak Temple • Abu Simbel • Aswan 
Kom Ombo • Edfu

 Valley of the Kings and Queens

October 30 - November 14, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Harold & Ella Martin

Classical Greece  
and the Aegean

Athens • Istanbul • Mykonos 
Patmos • Ephesus • Rhodes • Crete 
Santorini • Mycenae • Epidaurus 

Olympia • Delphi • Corinth   
Featuring a seven night cruise 

through the Aegean

September 23 - October 7, 2008
Tour Hosts: Father Michael &  

Holly Mitchell 

September 30 - October 14, 2008

Journeys of the Apostles
Istanbul • Ankara • Cappadocia 

Konya • Pamukkale • Philadelphia 
Sardis • Izmis • Pergamum • Ephesus 

Three Night Cruise • Patmos
 Rhodes • Crete • Santorini 
Athens • Corinth • Mycenae

October 1 - 20, 2008
Tour Host: Rev Johan Olivier

Turkey and the  
Early Christian Church

Istanbul • Ankara • Cappadocia 
Konya • Antalya • Pamukkale  

Izmir • Ephesus • Pergamum
Troy • Gallipoli

October 14 - 30, 2008

Wonders of History, Marvels for 
Faith – Turkey & Israel

Istanbul • Dardanelles • Troy 
Pergamum • Izmir • Ephesus 

Pamukkale • Antalya • Caesarea 
Akko • Tiberias • Galilee 

Capernaum • Nazareth • Jericho 
Bethlehem • Jerusalem • Dead Sea
October 15 - November 2, 2008

Tour Hosts: Rev James & Lilias Statham

Magical Mozart  
and Majestic Mountains

Heidelberg • Black Forest • Lucerne 
Liechtenstein • Oberammergau 

Linderhof • Innsbruck • Salzburg 
Melk • Danube River • Vienna 

Telc • Prague • Wurzburg 
Aschaffenburg • Amorbach

September 9 - 24, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Kristiane Charlton & 

Petra Richardson

Glorious Spain and Portugal
Madrid • Avila • Escorial 

Toledo • Cordoba • Granada Costa 
del Sol • Gibraltar • Seville 

 Algarve • Lisbon • Sintra

September 22 - October 8, 2008

Wonders of Italy
Milan • Lake District • Verona 

Venice • Pisa • Montecatini Terme 
San Gimignano • Siena • Florence 

Tivoli • Sorrento • Naples • Pompeii 
Capri • Amalfi Coast 
Rome • Vatican City

October 13 - 28, 2008

From the Ancient Kingdom of 
Wales to Juno Beach

Caernarfon • Snowdonian Railway 
Brecon Beacons • Tintern Abbey 

Plymouth • Land’s End • Dorchester 
Caen • Juno Beach • Beny-sur-Mer

September 15 - 29, 2008
Tour Host: Gladys Ricker

Castles, Highlands and Lochs
Stirling • Edinburgh • St. Andrews 

Scone Palace • Inverness • Culloden 
Speyside • Loch Ness • Isle of Skye 

Mull • Iona • Highland Games 
 Burns Country

July 23 - August 4, 2008
Tour Host: Rev Dr Jim Cooper 

Bonnie Scotland
Edinburgh • Roslyn Chapel 

Abbotsford • New Lanark • Burns 
Country • Lindesfarn • Spey Valley 
Inverness • Loch Ness • Skye • Oban 

Iona • Trossachs • Stirling
September 10 - 22, 2008

Tour Hosts: Dr Alex Lawson &  
Rev Deborah Rivet

A Scottish and English Mosaic
Glasgow • Stirling Castle 

Edinburgh • Ayr • Yorkshire 
Coventry • Stratford • Cotswolds 

Oxford • Windsor • London
September 16 - 30, 2008

Tour Hosts: Dr Austin & Jean Fennell

Ireland’s Charm & Heritage
Dublin • Causey Farm • Waterford 
Kerry • Dingle Peninsula • Cliffs 
of Moher • Galway • Connemara 

Drumcliff • Belleek • Enniskillen 
Derry • Antrim Coast
Belfast • Boyne Valley

September 15 - 29, 2008

Destination Downunder
Fiji • Brisbane • Sunlander Train 

Cairns • Great Barrier Reef 
Ayers Rock • Alice Springs • Adelaide 

Great Ocean Road • Melbourne 
Sydney • Blue Mountains • Auckland 

Rotorua • Lake Taupo  
Bay of Islands • 90 Mile Beach

October 23 - November 22, 2008
Tour Hosts: Vic & Suzanne Cabel

Great Wonders of the South Pacific
Rarotonga • Auckland • Rotorua 

Christchurch • Mount Cook  
Queenstown • Milford Sound 

Sydney • Cairns • Great Barrier Reef 
Kuranda Rainforest

November 9 - 28, 2008

St. Lawrence River  
Adventure

Kingston • 1000 Islands 
Fort Wellington • Upper Canada 

Village • Old Montreal • Trois 
Rivieres Quebec City  

Whale Watching Cruise 
Includes a 6-night St. Lawrence 
Cruise on the Canadian Empress

September 21 - 30, 2008
Tor Hosts: Dorothy & Art Longair

South Africa Adventure
Cape Town • Cape Winelands 

 Garden Route • Featherbed Nature 
Reserve • Cango Caves • Zululand 

Lake St. Lucia • Hluhluwe Game 
Reserve • Swaziland • Kruger 

National Park • Pretoria • Soweto

October 30 - November 17, 2008

Southern Italy’s  
Golf and Gastronomy

Rome • Naples • Pompeii • Amalfi 
Coast • Ferry to Sicily • Palermo 

Cefalu • Villa Romana • Agrigento 
Syracuse • Catania • Taormina

October 17 - November 1, 2008

Golf, Wine and Wildlife 
 of South Africa

Cape Town • Table Mountain • Cape 
Winelands • Cango Caves • Garden 

Route • Knysna • Kruger Park • Blyde 
River Canyon • Bourke’s Potholes 

Pretoria • Soweto • With an 
extension to Sun City - the world’s 

most unique resort.

November 6 - 25, 2008

River Cruises
Glories of Imperial Russia

St Petersburg • Kihzi Island 
The Volga-Baltic Waterway 

 Goritzy • Yaroslavl • Uglich 
Moscow • Red Square • The Kremlin

September 24 - October 7, 2008

Treasures of France
Paris • Versailles • Chartres 

Mont St. Michel • St. Malo 
Loire Valley • Bourges • Burgundy 

Wine Region • Lyon • Vienne 
Tournon • Viviers • Arles • Avignon

October 10 - 26, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Karl &  

Rev Heidi Sievert

Imperial Jewels of China
Beijing • The Great Wall • Xian 

Chongqing • Shibaozhai Temple 
Lesser Three Gorges 

Three Gorges Dam • Wuhan 
Shanghai • Featuring a deluxe five-

night cruise on the Yangtze
October 19 - 31, 2008

Tour Host: Rev Kurt Redschlag

Eastern European Odyssey
Nuremberg • Regensburg • Passau 
Linz • Melk • Vienna • Bratislava 

Budapest • Belgrade 
Russe • Bucharest

October 18 - November 3, 2008
Tour Hosts: Rev Bud & Beulah Penner

SOLD OUT
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