
30th Anniversary
This September marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of
Rostad Tours. What a ride! It has been anything but boring as we
managed to survive everything thrown our way: hijackings, terrorist
attacks, mid-east wars, intifadas, tsunamis, earthquakes, cyclones, 
hurricanes, bird flu, mad cow disease, foot and mouth disease, H1N1,
elimination of airfare commissions, airline mergers, cruise line 
bankruptcies, local and world-wide recessions. The latest challenge
appears to be a volcano in Iceland with an unpronounceable name –
which we lovingly refer to as the ash-hole.

Through all these challenges, we are
thankful for the steadfast support of
our valued clients and the dedication of
our loyal staff. As a family-owned and
operated small business, we are proud
of many accomplishments, but these
three are particularly satisfying:

1) Approximately 50% of our clients
every year are repeat clients. Many
have travelled on more than ten trips
with Rostad Tours.

2) The average length of employment
of our current staff is over 15 years. 

3) We have never borrowed money to
keep the company afloat.
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Our first tour to Cambodia and Vietnam 
in January was tremendously successful,
with 100% of passengers stating that it
met or exceeded expectations. Next
year’s version includes an extra night in
Hong Kong but otherwise it will be 
virtually the same tour with top-quality
hotels and three meals included almost
every day. Here is a sampling of the 
comments received:

I was expecting a well run tour based on 
previous experience 

and I was not disappointed.

We have come to expect a lot from a Rostad
Tour and it met our high expectations.

It was a dream trip for me and I thank
Rostad for all the planning and detail to
make it a hassle free travel experience.

Thank you for all your years
of loyal support!

Frequent Traveller Discount
To celebrate our 30th anniversary, we are introducing a policy for 2011 to reward
people who travel with us frequently. Over the past thirty years we have developed a
very loyal following so for 2011 tours we are going to reward our customers with a:

$200 bonus discount if you travelled with us in 2010

$100 bonus discount if you travelled with us in 2009 or 2008

Cambodia
& Vietnam
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Visiting our user-friendly website at www.rostad.com is a great
way to investigate upcoming tours. The home page shows recently
added tours and you can quickly choose a country to see a list of
tours that include your selection. If you click on Tour List you also
have the ability to search by destination or date. Once you have
chosen a country, destination or month, a list of qualified tours is
displayed and you can decide whether you would like to view
more information or make another selection.

While exploring our website you may wonder what some of the
different icons mean. If you hover your mouse pointer over an icon
a brief description will appear but here is a list of the functions that
different icons perform. 

Clicking this icon brings you to a page that shows the
detailed itinerary and prices for the tour you have selected.

If you would like to receive a detailed brochure via mail,
click this icon and it will be added to your wish list.

Once you are finished selecting which tour brochures you
would like to receive by mail, click on this icon so you
can give us your name and the address where we should
send the brochure.

If you don’t want to wait for a brochure in the mail, this
icon takes you to a printer-friendly page for a particular
tour so that you can easily print the itinerary and prices.

Iconic Website

Spain and Portugal
Kings, seafarers and scholars once made Spain and Portugal two of the 

richest and most powerful nations on earth. Our tour departing this October

showcases these intriguing countries that were heavily influenced by invading

Phoenicians, Celts, Romans, Germanic tribes and Moors. You’ll discover that

Spain is Europe’s second most mountainous country and that Portugal 

spearheaded the exploration of the world that began the Age of Discovery. You

will feel the breath of history as you wander the narrow streets of ancient

towns and explore the palaces, castles and monuments built by these former

colonial powers. There is also time to relax on two of the most famous beaches

of the Mediterranean as this tour provides free time on both the Costa del Sol

and Algarve coasts. Don’t miss this journey featuring fascinating history, 

distinctive cultures and extraordinary scenery – all at a very attractive price!



P A G E  3

N O W  I S  T H E  T I M E  T O  V I S I T  T H E  H O LY  L A N D
There are few life experiences that can
affect a person as much as a journey to the
roots of their faith. Christian pilgrims have
been visiting the Holy Land for hundreds of
years in search of spiritual enlightenment.
Over the past thirty years Rostad Tours has
made it possible for thousands of Christians
to visit the birthplace of our Saviour. Many
have returned for a second or third time as
there is so much to see it is impossible to
absorb everything in one visit. 

Is now a good time to consider a trip to the
Holy Land? Consider this:

■ Prices are reasonable due to the strength
of the Canadian Dollar

■ The decline in travel by American groups
due to the recession means hotels are keen
to attract business from other countries

■ It’s best to avoid the Easter period which
is in late April next year, making it ideal to
travel in February and March and escape
our winter

■ Travel to Israel from Canada set a record
in March this year, increasing 24% over
last year and 9% higher than the previous
record set in 2000

We have several itineraries to choose from:

Journey through the Holy Land
Israel 

Certainly the spiritual highlight of any journey
to the Holy Land, a tour that only visits Israel
allows pilgrims to focus on all the biblical
sites concentrated in this area. Considering
Israel’s small size (barely 50 miles at its
widest point) there are an amazing number
of places to visit. 

Our tours usually start by travelling to
Galilee – where Jesus spent His childhood
and later became the centre of His ministry.
Staying here for a few days provides the
opportunity to visit Nazareth, Capernaum,
the Mount of Beatitudes, Caesarea Philippi,
the Jordan River and take a boat trip across
the Sea of Galilee. 

Next is a day in the Judean Wilderness to
see the caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls
were found, ride a cable-car up Masada to
admire the view while exploring Herod’s
fortress and visit a spa where you can float
in the Dead Sea. 

The tour finishes in and around Jerusalem –
a spiritual city that is tremendously significant

to three faiths. Visit the Church of the Nativity
in Bethlehem and see the nearby Shepherd’s
Fields. In Jerusalem, walk down the Mount 
of Olives and visit the Garden of
Gethsemane. Explore the Old City, see the
Western Wall and nearby Dome of the Rock.
Walk along the Via Dolorosa to the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre. Visit the inspirational
Garden Tomb and take part in a private
communion service.

Holy Land Experience
Israel + Jordan

Besides all the sites in Israel, this tour 
ventures across the Jordan River to visit a
number of important places mentioned in the
Bible. Highlights include Mount Nebo – where
Moses stood overlooking the Promised Land;
Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan – where many
believe John conducted baptisms; and
Petra – the magnificent “rose-red” city that
remained a secret for centuries. Other sites
include Kerak – a crusader castle; Wadi-
Rum – where Lawrence of Arabia called
home; and Jerash – to see the fabulous ruins
of a well-preserved Greco-Roman city
referred to in the Bible as Gerasa.
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In an effort to improve the quality of the experience for our clients, we are
implementing two policy changes starting with our tours in 2011. We are 
confident these will be welcomed by our clients as there shouldn’t be any
unpleasant surprises on their final invoice. Our staff will also be pleased
because we have always prided ourselves on the all-inclusive nature of our
tours and these fees have prevented us from living up to our own ideals.

Now included – Airline Fuel Surcharges
We have become increasingly frustrated with the additional surcharges
levied by airlines and particularly do not enjoy having to explain them to our
clients. Many airline fees and taxes are fairly constant, but fuel surcharges
change frequently and vary depending on the flight routing. Starting in 2011,

we are going to include a fuel surcharge budget for each tour, with the amount
varying depending on the departure city. A supplement will only be added to
the final invoice if there is a significant change in the amount of the surcharge.

Now included – Airport Improvement Fees
These were introduced as a measure to help fund construction at airports
across Canada. Vancouver started it, Toronto followed suit and eventually most
airports fell in line with the cash grab. The amounts have slowly increased over
the years but these “temporary” fees have not disappeared, supposedly
because airports must finance the cost of their improvements and then pay off
these costs over an extended period of time. Starting in 2011, we are going to
budget for these in the price of every tour. 

Walking Through History
Israel + Egypt

These two countries have been intricately
linked through the ages and the ancient
land of the pharaohs has attracted visitors
for thousands of years. The awe-inspiring
pyramids and sphinx still mystify both
tourists and archaeologists today. The
Egyptian Museum in Cairo boasts a superb
collection of antiquities, including the 
fabulous treasures excavated from the tomb

of Tutankhamen. In the Sinai, stay at the
guesthouse next to the historic Saint
Catherine’s Monastery and have the oppor-
tunity to climb Mount Moses. You can also
visit southern Egypt to explore the tombs of
the pharaohs at the Valley of the Kings and
wander through Karnak Temple – the largest
place of worship ever constructed.

Lands of the Bible
Egypt + Jordan + Israel

This tour is a unique combination of these
three neighbouring countries, starting in
Egypt and following the Path of the Exodus
through the Sinai into Jordan. The tour then
crosses the Jordan River to visit Galilee and
culminates in Jerusalem. This nineteen-day
tour has been our most popular itinerary
over the past five years and provides an 
in-depth study of the region. 

New Policies for 2011
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This past March we were recognized by
Viking River Cruises as one of their
“Platinum Circle” agencies due to our
strong sales record. In fact, we send more
groups with Viking River Cruises than any
other single agency. We have been working
with them since 1998 and this mode of
travel has become a very important seg-
ment of our repertoire. Viking River Cruises
operates the largest and best fleet in the
industry and their motto is “If you like
ocean cruising, you will love river cruising.”

It’s easy to see why. Their intimate ships,
averaging less than 200 passengers, take

you into the heart of every destination and
they include daily sightseeing tours, 
enlightening demonstrations, hands-on
activities and enough leisure time to
explore, shop and mingle with the local
people. Every cabin is a river-view 
stateroom so you can enjoy magnificent
scenery as you glide along in your floating
hotel. While onboard, enjoy fine dining 
featuring local cuisines as well as multi-
media presentations that shed light on the
history and culture of the
places you visit.

We have reserved a number of group
departures on river cruises for 2011 and
the prices are very attractive. 
In fact, we already have a few departures
that are sold out (or soon will be). All of
our river cruise prices are “2-for-1” or 
better and when you combine that with
complimentary wine with dinner and the
strength of our dollar it becomes an offer
you can’t refuse!

Non-Group Cruising
When you travel on one of our group departures you have fun travelling
with similar-minded people and gain the added value of having a Tour
Host along to help navigate foreign airports and look after all the tipping.
However, we understand that our group dates might not coordinate well
with your schedule. That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t cruise or that you
should look elsewhere to reserve your cruise. We can also look after indi-
vidual cruises and there are several reasons why you should consider
booking through Rostad Tours.

■ We know the Viking product and can find the right cruise for you

■ We have access to the best fares with Viking River Cruises, including all
their 2-for-1 rates

■ We can compare Viking’s airfare rates with our own to determine which 
provides the best value for you

■ You have an agent who can help if any problems occur such as flight 
cancellations due to volcanic eruptions or other factors



Last chance!
There are limited opportunities  

for fall tours that include the  
Oberammergau Passion Play.

On a request basis only

Spectacular European Adventure
Germany • Austria 

Italy • Switzerland
September 8 - 30, 2010

Tour Hosts:  
Ven. Larry & Betty Mitchell

European Kaleidoscope
Germany • Switzerland 

Netherlands • Belgium • France
September 9 - 24

Tour Hosts:  
Rev. Dr. Randy & Brenda Crozsman 

Rev. Dr. Das & Angela Sydney

European Grandeur
Germany • Austria • Italy

September 10 - 27
Tour Hosts:  

Sandi & Victor Ravanello

Eastern European Cultures
Germany • Czech Republic 

Slovakia • Hungary • Poland
September 13 - 29

Tour Hosts: Pastor Bill &  
Mary Ann Wiegert

Scenic Germany and the Holy Land
September 24 - October 9
Tour Hosts: Rev. David &  

Cathy Schumacher
September 26 - October 11
Tour Hosts: Mary Cranston 

Rev. Donna Wilson

River Cruises
Glories of Imperial Russia

Moscow to St. Petersburg
September 15 - 28, 2010

Tour Hosts:  
Rev. Les & Winn Files

Waterways of the Czars
Moscow to St. Petersburg

May 18 - 31, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Don & Pam Moore

May 20 - June 2, 2011
Tour Host: Rostad Tour Host

 June 10 - 23, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Rolf & Grace Nosterud

June 13 - 26, 2011
Tour Host: Canon Gordon Kinkley

September 16 - 29, 2011

Tour Hosts: Jim & Louise Thompson

Tulips and Windwills
Amsterdam • Hoorn • Arnhem 

Nijmegen • Kinderdijk • Antwerp 
Ghent • Brugge • Middelburg 

Delta Works • Rotterdam 
Keukenhof Gardens

March 22 - April 1, 2011 
Tour Hosts:  

Jean Van Wyk & Tricia Bechthold

Treasures of the Rhine
Basel • Black Forest • Strasbourg 
Heidelberg • Rüdesheim • Koblenz 

Cochem • Cologne • Arnhem 
Amsterdam • Gouda • Rotterdam 

Kinderdijk • Brugge • Antwerp
April 2 - 17, 2011

Tour Hosts:  
Rev. Dr. Harold & Marilyn Witte

June 11 - 26, 2011
Tour Host: Betty Hannah

Grand European Cruise
Holland, Germany, Austria, 

 Slovakia and Hungary.
April 22 - May 7, 2011 

Tour Hosts:  
Rev. Bob & Margaret Hetherington

June 3 - 18, 2011

Eastern Passage
Romania • Bulgaria • Serbia 

Croatia • Hungary 
Bucharest to Budapest
April 26 - May 10, 2011

For itinerary details and brochure requests VISIT our website or call us

10-3109 Palliser Drive SW, Calgary, AB, Canada  T2V 4W5   Toll Free: 1-800-361-8687
Phone: 403-238-4090 (Calgary) • Fax: (403) 238-4063 • E-mail: tours@rostad.com • www.rostad.com

Act quickly! Many tours have discounts that expire June 30. 
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SOLD OUT

Great Wonders of the South Pacific
Cook Islands • Auckland 
Rotorua • Christchurch 
Mt. Cook • Queenstown 
Milford Sound • Sydney 

Cairns • Great Barrier Reef
November 7 - 26, 2010

Tour Hosts: Dr. Fred & Joan Speckeen

 Exotic Indochina Discovery
Cambodia • Vietnam

January 15 - February 2, 2011
Tour Hosts: Dr. Gordon & Esther Oaks

Turkey and the  
Early Christian Church

September 20 - October 6, 2010
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Karl & Rev. Miriam Uhrstrom

Holy Land Inspiration
Caesarea • Megiddo • Sea of 

Galilee • Capernaum • Sepphoris 
Nazareth • Mount Tabor 

Jordan River • Beth Shean 
Jericho • Qumran • Masada 

Dead Sea • Jerusalem • Bethlehem
October 13 - 25, 2010

Tour Hosts: Rev. Donald & Tricia Crisp

Journey Through the Holy Land
Caesarea • Megiddo • Mt. Tabor 

Galilee • Capernaum • Nazareth 
Belvoir Castle • Beth Shean 
Jericho • Qumran • Masada 

Dead Sea • Jerusalem • Bethlehem
February 25 - March 7, 2011

March 11 - 23, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Father Michael & Holly Mitchell

Bible Lands Discovery
Egypt • Jordan • Israel

October 18 - November 5, 2010
Tour Hosts: Rev. David Robertson  
Rev. Karen & Rev. Dave Holmes

October 25 - November 12, 2010
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. George & Donna Davidson

February 14 - March 4, 2011
Tour Hosts: 

 Rev. Dr. Murray & Diana Henderson

February 19 - March 9, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Pastor Mark & Michelle Dressler

March 14 - April 1, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Dr. John & Brenda Bailey

March 21 - April 8, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Pastor Norm & Ruth Miller

Walking Through History
Israel • Egypt

April 1 - 16, 2011

Holy Land Experience
Israel • Jordan

February 26 - March 11, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. James & Valerie Clubine

March 12 - 25, 2011

SOLD OUT

Journeys of the Apostles
Turkey • Greece • Includes a 
3-Night Greek Island Cruise

April 27 - May 16, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Dr. Bruce Miller & Rhea Jansen

Classical Greece and the Aegean
Athens • Olympia • Delphi • Corinth
And a 7-Night Greek Island Cruise

April 30 - May 14, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Dr. Lonnie & Joan Atkinson

Historic Sights of Europe
Brussels • Tournai • Ypres • Vimy  

Flanders • Brugge • Delft  
Amsterdam • The Hague • Cologne 

Mainz • Worms • Heidelberg
September 20 - October 2, 2010

Tour Host: Gladys Ricker

Glorious Spain and Portugal
Madrid • Avila • Escorial 

Toledo • Cordoba • Granada 
Costa del Sol • Gibraltar • Seville 

Algarve • Lisbon • Sintra
October 6 - 22, 2010

Tour Hosts:  
Rev. Dr. Merv & Helen Saunders

Days of Wine and Roses
Romania • Bulgaria

May 10 - 31, 2011
Tour Hosts:  

Rev. Karl & Rev. Heidi Sievert

Dalmation Discovery
Croatia • Slovenia

May 2 - 14, 2011
Escorted by Scott McWilliam

Scotland - To the Isles  
and Back Again

August 5 - 17, 2010
Tour Hosts: Rev. Ross & Jeannie White 

& Dr. Alex Lawson

Celtic Saints and Spirits
Ireland • Scotland
August 9 - 23, 2010

Tour Hosts: Rev. Kristiane Charlton 
& Petra Richardson

Scotland the Brave
September 4 - 16, 2010

Tour Hosts: Rev. Richard & Barb Hall

Celts and Ceilidhs
Ireland • Scotland

May 31 - June 15, 2011
Tour Hosts: Rev. Andrew &  

Lorraine Newton-Comar

SOLD OUT




